
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

NEWSLETTER MARCH 2020 

Welcome to the March edition of the 

CMA Gloucester newsletter  

Words from the Chair! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

           Zephaniah ch 3 v 17 

 

 

 

Alan & Liz 

Chair & Vice-Chair, Gloucester Branch 

 

How much do we need to hear these words at the moment?   In a world beset with fears 

about coronavirus;  in a region where flooding is happening right now and will potentially 

get worse;  in a climate which is experiencing the worst environmental threat ever…. 

where do we turn for comfort, hope and reassurance?  This powerful verse tells us that 

our God is a ’warrior’.  Not revelling in war but bringing salvation.  Yes, we should be 

mindful of what’s going on in our world.  But most of all we should be able to say; God is 

mighty and we can trust Him with our lives and our fears. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In February, for reason of extreme business, it was impossible to arrange a church visit for the 

branch with enough notice to take part in a service.  So we had the bright idea to ‘tick another 

cathedral off our list’!!  Seriously though; Gloucester cathedral is very dear to our hearts and we 

have had a lot to do with it, both individually and corporately, over the years.  We were delighted 

that they gave us permission to park very close to the door of the cathedral in the cathedral 

grounds.  

The two readings spoke of extraordinary events in the Bible in which the glory of the Lord was a 

visible presence: when Moses went to the mountain to receive the Ten Commandments (Exodus 

24 v 12 >) and when Jesus was transfigured (Matthew 17 v 1-9).  The verse that was especially 

highlighted in the brilliant sermon, by Canon Sandra Millar, was ‘and He was transfigured before 

them and His face shone like the sun, and His clothes became dazzling white.’ 

We were very struck by many of the thoughts Canon Millar shared: 

Jesus chose three disciples to witness Him being revealed in all His glory.  This was a privilege 

not afforded to all.  When we know Jesus and follow Him we are in the position to catch a 

glimpse of Jesus’ glory.  We won’t see it all until we see Him face to face in Heaven, but what a 

privilege now.  

We must take care not to respond only ‘in the flesh’ as Peter did.  He and the others reacted in 

fear.  God wants us to respond in faith. 

Jesus appeared to be ‘dazzling white’.  His clothes proclaimed who He really was.  We may find 

it easy, and perhaps preferable, to depict a persona on the outside which is very different to 

what’s on the inside!  In fact, we probably all do that to a lesser or greater degree: keeping up 

the ‘image’ we think is the best one in order for us to serve God.  However, our ‘clothes’ do say a 

lot about us whether we like it or not!  God, of course, is not fooled; He knows what we’re like 

and He STILL LOVES US!!! Thank the Lord for His great mercy.  So how should we show our 

faith on the outside?  Honesty, humility, hope…. All good places to start! 

Church visit to Gloucester Cathedral, 

Sunday 23rd February 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here’s the thoughts  of some of those who attended  

the service at Gloucester Cathedral 

The sermon based on the Transfiguration looked forward to 

Lent and our preparations for Easter and Jesus’ glory as seen 

in His dazzling white garments.  Around the time in the sermon 

when this was being spoken of the sun shone through  the 

stained glass windows, dazzling out the pictures in the glass, 

just as Jesus’ garments shielded God’s presence from Peter, 

James & John.  Canon Millar then looked back to the only other 

mention is made of Jesus’ garments: when He was a baby in 

swaddling bands. We were encouraged to come closer to Jesus 

this Lenten time. 

The dazzling garments of Jesus were 

a glimpse of His Light to the World.  

We need to be aware of ‘dazzling’ 

moments in our lives and ministry.   

We as CMA members are seen to be 

different because of what we wear 

and the things we do.  We should be 

showing love & compassion as an 

expression of Jesus’ light in this 

world. 

It doesn’t matter what our 

‘denomination’ is:  we were made 

very welcome.  

Communion was very special and 

open to all those who follow Jesus. 

Our clothes are important to other people.  

What we wear, our ‘colours’, it gives people an 

impression and an insight into ‘us’.   

Sometimes we dress to impress, to mislead or 

to blend in.   

Jesus was not only dressed to impress but to 

dazzle us with the knowledge that He is holy, 

He is God and we can follow Him. 



 

 

 

 

Bike Nites : There are no more weekly Bike Nites until Spring 2020.  We’ll post details and 

notices once the new ’season’ starts again. Until then, if you want to find details of past events 

etc the here’s the website.  http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php  

Bike Club meetings:  we are actively involved in several local / regional bike clubs: 
MAG (Motorcycle Action Group): 1st Tuesday of the month—3rd Mar. meet at The Aviator, 
Gloucester Airport, GL51 6SR. 8 to 10pm.  PLEASE NOTE: Den, who is Gloucester MAG rep is 
still in hospital following her stroke. The meeting will go ahead but it is uncertain who may lead it. 
Gloucester Meteors (Triumph): 3rd Thursday - 19th Mar.: The Aviator. 7.30 to 9.30pm 
Honda Owners Breakfast meet: 3rd Sunday - 15th Mar.:  meet at Sainsbury’s café, Barnwood. 
GL4 3RT.  9.30am 
 
GLOUCESTER BRANCH AGM, SATURDAY 7TH MARCH: 
Venue: The Ark,  Wotton under Edge.  See full details on page 6. 
 
Are you involved with a bike club?  We would love to know about it so that we can include 
it on the events list (if it’s open to non-members), pray for and support you as you attend. 
Send details to the editors. 
 
 
CMA Gloucester Church Visit for March: 
Date:  Sunday 22nd March 
Time:   10.15—11.15am approx. 
Venue:  St Peter’s Church, Duntisbourne Abbots,  
  Cirencester GL7 7JN 
Lunch:   TBC by email ASAP 
 
Alexandra has been asked to lead this service and to speak about the work of CMA.  This forms 
our official Gloucester branch church visit for March.  If you would like to attend this service then 
please message Alexandra.  She may appreciate any volunteers for help during the service as 
well.  Email her on:  gloscmasec@gmail.com 
Let’s show this faithful worshipping community what CMA is really about and bless them! 
 
Alan and Liz organise a camping weekend just before Easter (most years since 1991!).  
The invitation is to all their motorcycling friends from whatever club they belong to.  This 
year it is from 3rd to 5th April. See the advert on page 7 and come and support them, and 
have an amazing time! 
 
Invitation to Church service as part of Liz’s Art Exhibition:  
Date:  Sunday 29th March 
Time:  10.30am—11.30am approx. 
Venue:  Victoria Methodist Church, 1a Whiteladies Road, Bristol. BS8 1NU 
Lunch:  TBC 
Invitation to:  Gloucester and Bristol CMA branches 
 
Liz will be one of the speakers at this service as it relates to the exhibition which her artwork is 
part of.  See advert on page 6.  Let Liz know if you’re intending to come.  There is NO parking 
available at the church itself but there is some nearby.  We will try to clarify this with the church 
and send an email out. 

Here’s what’s happening in March 

Dates for your diaries: 

http://www.bikersnite.com/pub-list.php


 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

It’s your chance to have a part in our discussion and prayer for 
what God wants to do in Gloucester branch  

in the forthcoming year. 
 

Please be praying and seeking God:   
What does He want YOU to do for Him in CMA? 

 
 

The agenda has been sent to all CMA Members and Supporters. 
Please make it a priority to attend the AGM: it’s a great time of 

fellowship as well as ‘business’. 
 

Arrangements: 
 

  Venue:  ‘The Ark’ Christian Centre 
     31A Long Street 
     Wotton under Edge 
     GL12 7BX 
 
 
  Times:  Arrive by 6.00 pm for a meal: 
     get a takeaway or bring your own sandwiches 
 
     The meeting begins promptly at 7.00 pm 
 
     There will be a ‘desert’ break during the meeting: 
     please try to bring a contribution towards this  
     important part of the proceedings!! 

 

ADVANCED NOTICE: 

CMA GLOUCESTER AGM:   

SATURDAY 7th MARCH 

THE ARK, WOTTON UNDER EDGE 



 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

The exhibition by the Inside-Out group of artists: 

Liz is a member of Inside-Out  

and her textile artwork forms part of the exhibition 



 

 

 
  
 
 

 
 

Alan and Liz’s camping weekend: 3rd to 5th April. 

Camping available from Wednesday 1st : come when you can and 

for however long you can!   

Saturday is the main day with ride out and evening social. 



 

 

 

 

 

What are your Prayers like? 

 

Are they telephone directory prayers? 

 You know the sort of thing…. 

 “God bless Mummy and Daddy, Aunty Mary, Uncle Sam, the girl down the 

street, the paper delivery boy, Uncle Tom Cobbly and all. Ohh... and don’t forget 

the cat”. 

Or are they checkout prayers? 

A shopping trolley full. On the conveyor belt passing through the scanner, ticking 

them off one by one. 

Or only crisis prayers. 

When you only pray during a time of crisis. Financial difficulties, ill health, when the 

car won’t start. 

Or radio announcer prayers? 

Where your prayers are an announcement to God, hoping you have been heard, 

but you don’t have the ability to receive a reply. 

 

Prayer is a conversation with God. 

In any conversation we talk to each other. We listen to each other. We respond to 

each other. We share with each other. As we get to know each other our 

conversation moves from exchanging pleasantries to deeper things. 

This is how we should be with our Heavenly Father.  

 

 

 

Items for Praise: 

Praise God for who he is. Almighty; Creator; Father; Saviour; Comforter. 

 

What to pray: 

Words from Colin, our Prayer Co-ordinator 



Items for Prayer: 

Remember to pray for each other: 

 

Pray for Stewart as he studies with CMS (Christian Mission Society). 

He has lots of essays and assignments to complete, which are challenging, but at the same time 

strengthening his faith. 

Pray for stamina, strength and inspiration. 

Pray that his assignments would read well, and that his results would reflect all the hard work 

and time that he has been putting in. 

Pray that he finds a suitable place to put what he learnt into action. 

 

Pray for our CMA Supporter of many years, Peter Steele, and his family.  The last few months 

have been very challenging.  Commend them to the Lord for His continuing grace and strength.  

Monday 2nd March at 12 noon is the funeral of Peter’s wife, Pat.  She loved the Lord and knew 

where her ultimate destination was.  Pray for Peter, Cilla his daughter and his grandchildren, Joe 

and Anna, as they support and care for each other at this time and lean on God. 

 

Pray for dear friends of Alan and Liz who have suffered the loss of Ruth: mother and 

grandmother.  Ruth, and her late husband John, played a very important role in Alan and Liz’s 

life, as well as for many others.  Ruth went to be with her Lord last week after a long illness. 

 

Please continue to pray for Bristol branch.  At their recent AGM they elected Penny as new 

Branch Chair and Anne as Branch Secretary.  Please support them in prayer and pray that they 

catch the vision of what God wishes to do in this new ‘season’ for the branch. 

Pray also for South Wales CMA branch.  They currently have few members and no Branch 

Chair.  Gloucester and Bristol branches will be supporting them at this time. 

 

Please keep praying for our good friend, Den.  She is making good progress in recovery from the 

stroke, but there’s a long way to go.  She appreciates our prayers. 

 

Thank you for your continued support in praying for the CMA, Locally; 
Nationally; and Globally. 
 

God bless 

Colin 

Prayer coordinator, Gloucester Branch 

 

 

  

 

PRAYER REQUESTS CAN BE SENT TO COLIN AT ANY TIME.   

EMAIL ON:  

gloscmapray@gmail.com 



 

 

NEWSLETTER  MARCH 2020 

We would love to end our newsletter with 

something funny! 

Email us a bike-related photo & we’ll include it. 

PLEASE NOTE:   IF YOU HAVE ANYTHING YOU WISH TO INCLUDE,  

THE COPY DEADLINE FOR APRIL 2020 NEWSLETTER  :  WEDNESDAY 25.3.20 

Alan Robertson Branch Chairman   Tel.  07875 563 285  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Liz Robertson  Branch Vice Chairman  Tel.  07815 101 925  Email gloscma@gmail.com 

Alexandra Dyer Branch Secretary   Tel.  07985 124 609  Email gloscmasec@gmail.com 

Registered Charity : 1080911 Web Site : www.bike.org.uk/cma 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. ,PO Box 8155 Loughborough, Leics LE11 9AR 

 

 

Christian Motorcyclists Association UK. 

SOMETHING TO MAKE YOU SMILE! 

 

 

 

 

 

   

Every blessing;  From the Editors,  Alan & Liz 

This made us laugh!! 

Colin, our Prayer Secretary, who 

recently was able to resume 

riding and bought a trike.  

Unfortunately he  lost the one 

and only key! 

We couldn’t resist taking this 

photo of Colin with this mug: 

‘KEEP CALM! 

DAD’S LOST HIS KEYS!’  

What a sport! 

Thank you Colin. 

(he has found them again!) 


